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martial law) administered by a trade union of officers.
Compare with this the position of, for instance, our railway
managers or our heads of explosives factories. They have to
handle large bodies of men whose carelessness or insubordina-
tion may cause wholesale destruction of life and property;
yet any of these men may insult them, defy them, or assault
them without special penalties of any sort. The military
commander dares not face these conditions : he lives in per-
petual terror of his men, and will undertake their command
only when they are stripped of all their civil rights, gagged,
and bound hand and foot by a barbarous slave code. Thus
the officer learns to punish, but never to rule; and when
an emergency like the Indian Mutiny comes, he breaks
down; and the situation has to be saved by a few untypical
officers with character enough to have retained their civilian
qualities in spite of the messroom. This, unfortunately, is
learnt by the public, not on the spot, but from Lord Roberts
fifty years later.

Since the Mutiny we have had the Crimean and South
African wars, the Dreyfus affair in France, the incidents of
the anti-militarist campaign by the Social-Democrats in
Germany, and now the Denshawai affair in the Nile delta,
all heaping on us sensational demonstrations of the fact that
soldiers pay the penalty of their slavery and outlawry "by
becoming, relatively to free civilians, destructive, cruel, dis-
honest, tyrannical, hysterical, mendacious, alarmists at home
and terrorists abroad, politically reactionary, and profession-
ally incapable. If it were humanly possible to militarize all
the humanity out of a man, there would be absolutely no
defence to this indictment. But the military system is so
idiotically academic and impossible, and renders its victims
so incapable of carrying it out with any thoroughness except
when, in an occasional hysterical outburst of terror and vio-
lence, that hackneyed comedy of civil life, the weak man
putting his foot down, becomes the military tragedy of the
armed man burning, flogging and murdering in a panic,
that a body of soldiers and officers is in the main, and under